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DESTINATION KASESE UGANDA.  JULY 2011 
 

SUPPORTERS ITINERARY  OR THE WHISKEY AND GIN TEAM  THE WAGS 
 
Several partners and supporters have expressed a desire to go to the Mountains of the Moon but not 
to be in the climbing team.  So we have called them the WAGs.  Looking at visits to the Impenetrable Forest 
of Bwindi to visit the gorillas with the climbing team as the first stage of this adventure. 
 
So I have put together a proposed itinerary for the WAGs.  It is just that provisional but it will give an idea of 
what there is to see and do while the climbers do their thing. 
 

1. BWINDI IMPENET RABLE FOREST GORILLAS. 
 

 
 

Day 1: Kasese HQ Base Camp. 
 
We will all meet at the Hotel Margherita in Kasese and this will be our head quarters for all the activities for 
both teams. 

 
http://www.hotel -margherita.com 
 

Have breakfast to drive to Bwindi Impenetrable forest. This journey will take you to the south western part of 
Uganda. To stop at the equator for photographs and continue to Mbarara where you will have another stop 
for lunch and then proceed to reach Bwindi in the evening. In the evening you may go for a community walk 
where you will be entertained in some of the cultural dance of the community. Dinner and over night at 

http://www.hotel-margherita.com/


Gorilla Resort / Travelerõs rest Hotel /Buhoma homestead/ Gorilla Forest camp or lake Kitandara camp or 
Buhoma Community bandas/ Nkuringo safari centre of Virunga Hotel 

 

Day 2: Gorilla Tracking 

Wake up and prepare for Gorilla Tracking. You will have breakfast to transfer to the park headquarters for 
briefing before setting off to the forest in search for the worldõs left mountain Gorillas that can only be found 
in Uganda, Congo and Rwanda. The guide will brief you after which you will set off to the forest for these 
apes. The time you will take searching these humble apes is unpredictable however it ranges between 2-9 
hours depending on their movement. The activity requires you to go through steep rocks climbing up and 
down making it tiresome; however the thrill of encountering these giant primates erases the poor memories 
you went through in trying to search for them. Dinner and over night at Gorilla Resort / Travelerõs rest Hotel 
/Buhoma homestead/ Gorilla Forest camp or lake Kitandara camp or Buhoma Community bandas/ 
Nkuringo safari centre of Virunga Hotel 

 

 

 
Bwindi Lodge overlooks the spectacular primeval Bwindi Impenetrable Forest, home to gorillas, monkeys, 
chimpanzees and birds. Amidst the many noises of forest life, Bwindi Lodge is the perfect place to experience 
the magic of this impenetrable forest. The tented camp that was there previously has now been replaced by a 
newly-built, stunning eco-lodge comprising eight bandas, where guests can relax with a massage after gorilla 
trekking. 
 

http://www.adventureugandasafari.com/gorilla-safaris/gorilla-tour.html


The Bwindi Lodge bandas have thatched roofs and private verandahs. The verandahs provide its guests with 
excellent views and gorillas, chimpanzees and birds can often be heard screeching near the river below. The 
bandas are comfortably equipped with twin beds, a vanity area, coffee table, en-suite shower and toilet. The 
showers are of an eco-friendly design consisting of a large canvas bucket with water provided by the lodge 
staff. The thatched open-sided bar and dining area contains a fabulous log fireplace which provides a cozy 
and warm gathering area with excellent views of the surrounding forest. 
 

 
 

Day 3: Kasese 
 
Rest day all round: meet Bishop Zebedee Masereka. 
 
Prepare for climb and safari.  Overnight at the Margherita Hotel. 
 
Climbers leave early am for Nyabitaba Hut (2650m). 
 
WAGs leave for Queen Elizabeth National Park. 
 

2. QUEEN ELIZABETH NATION AL PARK. 
 

Day 4, 5, 6, 7& 8: Safari in Queen Elizabeth National Park 
 
From open savannah to rainforest, from dense papyrus swamps and brooding crater lakes to the vastness of 
Lake Edward, it is little wonder that QENP boasts one of the highest biodiversity ratings of any game reserve 
in the world. 
 
Almost 100 mammal species and a remarkable 606 bird species makes this superb safari territory, with 
elephant, a profusion of hippos, the elusive giant forest hog and handsome Uganda kob all regularly sighted 
around the tourist village on the Mweya Peninsula - which also boasts a marvelous waterfront setting in the 
shadow of the Rwenzori Mountains.  Elsewhere, the remote Ishasha Sector is famed for its tree-climbing 
lions, the Kyambura Gorge harbours habituated chimps, the Maramagambo Forest is home to an alluring 
selection of forest monkeys and birds, and flocks of flamingo are resident on the crater lakes. 
 
The park contains about 770 square miles (1995 km²) of tremendous scenic variety, including volcanic craters 
and crater lakes, grassy plains, swamps, rivers, lakes and tropical forest. The snowcapped Ruwenzori 
Mountains lie to the north and are not part of the park itself. The park is being extended to give migratory 
species more protection while moving to and from Virunga National Park in the Congo. 
 
A two-hour launch trip on the Kazinga Channel, which joins Lakes Edward (Lake Rwitanzige) and George, 
affords excellent opportunities for viewing hippo and a great variety of waterfowl at close range. The launch 



trip departs from just below Mweya Lodge and should not be missed. 
 
The Katwe-Kikorongo area in the north of the park has several saline lakes. 
 
The Chambura Gorge, located on the northeast boundary of the park, has a population of chimpanzees. 
Trekkers descend from the savannah into a tropical rain forest within the gorge. 
 
South of the Kazinga Channel, the Maramagambo Forest is home for large numbers of chimpanzees, black 
and white colobus monkeys, the rare red colobus monkeys, blue monkeys, red-tailed monkeys and baboons. 
The Ishasha region in the south of the park is famous for its tree-climbing lions. 
 
Elephant are present, as well as buffalo, leopard, sitatunga, giant forest hog, Uganda kob, topi and Defassa 
waterbuck. Over 540 species of birds have been recorded, including the rare prehistoric-looking shoebill 
(whale-headed stork), which may be sighted along the shores of Lake George and in the Ishasha region. 
 
Interestingly enough, there are no giraffe, zebra, or impala, rhino and only a few crocodile have been sighted 
in the Kazinga Channel, while none have been seen in Lakes Edward or George. The crocodiles are believed 
to have been killed long ago by volcanic activity. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

Isahasha Wilderness Camp Queen Elizabeth National Park. 
 
Highlights Exclusive tented camp.  Quality accommodation in unspoilt wilderness location. Excellent game 
viewing and tree-climbing lions.  Bush experience in a comfortable environment. Situation Midway between 
the Mweya area of Queen Elizabeth National Park and Bwindi Impenetrable Forest.  Activities Game drives, 
guided walking, bird watching. 
 

 
 
Ishasha Wilderness Camp is an exclusive tented camp that offers quality accommodation in the unspoilt 
remote southern sector of Queen Elizabeth National Park. This region is famous for the tree-climbing lions 
that can sometimes be spotted resting in the branches of the large fig trees in the area. Ishasha Wilderness 
Camp provides excellent game viewing opportunities, with buffalo, elephants, kob, topi and other species of 
antelope all common. 
 



 
 
Ishasha Wilderness Camp currently caters for up to twelve guests in six large twin-bedded, East African meru 
styled tents situated in the wooded area besides the Ntungwe River. Each tent has its own dressing area and 
also private ensuite bathroom providing hot water & bush showers and an eco-friendly toilet. Two more tents 
are planned in the near future. 
 

 
 
A central dining area, also under canvas, provides a comfortable environment for meals and an outdoor 
lounge area besides the river, and evening fireplace venue for guests completes the unique bush experience 
offered at this camp. 
 

3. KIBALE NATIONAL PARK.  CHIMPANZEES.  
 
 

Days 9 &  10: Kibale National Park 

The most accessible of Uganda's major rainforests, Kibale is home to a remarkable 13 primate species, 
including the very localised red colobus and L'Hoest's monkey.  

Kibale's major attraction, however, is the opportunity to track habituated chimps - these delightful apes, more 
closely related to humans than to any other living creature, are tremendous fun to watch as they squabble and 
play in fruiting trees.  

A network of shady forest trails provides much to delight botanists and butterfly lovers, while birders are in 
for a treat with 335 species recorded including the endemic Prirogrine's ground thrush.  



The elusive forest elephant, smaller and hairier than its savannah counterpart, moves seasonally into the 
developed part of the park, while other terrestrial mammals include buffalo, giant forest hog and a half dozen 
antelope species. 

 
 

 
 
 
Day 11 & 12: Kasese 
 
Both teams meet back at the Hotel Margherita in Kasese. 
 
We will spend as much time here as we can to work with Bishop Masereka at his medical care clinic and 
attend the Rotary Club of Kasese on Tuesday night. 
 
We will then fly out of Uganda for Kenya and Home via South Africa. 
 
Day 13 & 14: Nairobi , Kenya. 
 
Both teams will visit RFFAõs and Hope World Wide projects at Mathare including the Kidzs club and Rotary 
Community Corps. 
 
Day 14: Thursday lunch time visit Nairobi Rotary Club. 
 
Thursday Evening Fly to Cape Town or Sydney via Johannesburg. 


